
David Self Newlin came to Jennie Smith’s Comm 1610 class on Monday to give a talk about his job as a 

content editor and site reporter for KSL.com. 

Newlin talked about his job as a content manager. Content managers spend their time going through 

stories and working with the content and narrative voice, editing the story so that it sounds polished 

and fluid. 

“The information I put on KSL matters. I want to mold the world into a better place,” he said, explaining 

that he was big on changing the world and showing that there can be a significant impact on local issues 

through the power of words. 

“I want to make a difference,” he said. 

Newlin has a major in Philosophy, rather than Journalism. He got into news reporting through his school 

paper, The UVU Review, by writing about things he thought should change through opinion pieces. 

After college, Newlin got a job as an intern for KSL.com because he knew that “New media was going to 

be the next big thing.” 

Newlin spends much of his time “retooling stories for different media,” saying that, “you have to be able 

to do everything across every medium.” 

Newlin works a lot with new media, a style of journalism and news writing that includes different media 

that supply on-demand access to content at any time in any place digitally. New media includes the 

Internet, websites, computer multimedia, CD-ROMs and DVDs. 

After his internship, Newlin was hired as a content manager at KSL.com. He explained that he likes what 

he does, but he’d prefer to be a reporter, later saying that reporting is “as high [of a job] as editing.” 

“Good journalism makes the unknown known,” he explained, adding that he just “fell into it.” 

Newlin wants to focus on “making the world a better place” by publishing the majority of his stories as 

opinion pieces. However, he said that people aren’t surprised at all by his bias. 

He also introduced a new website called Deseret Connect. Deseret Connect is a place where journalists 

come together and write stories that are published through Deseret News, Mormon Times and KSL. 


